Internet Resources for Teaching a Unit on Immigration

(Particular emphasis on Irish, Italian and Vietnamese Immigration)
1.  http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1990/5/90.05.07.x.html  

Lesson plans for unit on “Irish Immigrant Families in the Mid- Late 19th Century America” by Mary Baba.  Extensive outline and bibliography.

2.  http://www.hsp.org/default.aspx?id=79

Two lesson plans entitled “Poor Pat Must Emigrate: 19th Century Irish Immigration” by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  Secondary and primary sources, including letters and ballads, are included along with activities easily transferable to other units.  Website also has lesson plans that address Italian and Latino immigration into Pennsylvania.
3.  http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

Library of Congress website includes “The Teachers’ Page” with a wealth of  primary sources for classroom use.   A Primary Source Set entitled “Immigration Challenges for New Americans,” along with a teacher’s guide and primary source analysis tools, is available.   

4.  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu

University of Houston, in collaboration with other major historical agencies, maintains this website.  Contains information about Irish, Italian and Asian immigration to the U.S. along with primary sources, lesson plans, and other ideas for teaching a variety of topics. 
5.  http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAEitaly.htm  and 
6.  http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAEireland.htm
Spartacus, a British online encyclopedia, contains good background information as well as several excellent and brief primary sources about Irish immigration in 1800s and Italian immigration in early 20th century.  Comments by Jacob Riis and Jane Addams, among others, included.  Hundreds of other topics and resources for classroom use also available at main website.
7.  www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4078900

“Immigration in America:  The Vietnamese,” was part of a 2004 series aired on NPR’s afternoon news show, All Things Considered.  Approximately 11 minutes long, it addresses commonalities among immigrant populations and highlights the Vietnamese experience through interviews with immigrants.

8.http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/Present.html

ThinkQuest is an online learning platform for students and teachers.  Library contains much information about immigration generally, including Irish and Italian immigration. Students construct much of information on this website.  Click on “Their Stories: Recent Stories” for several first-person accounts of immigrants from Vietnam and elsewhere.
9. http://www.bcps.org/offices/LIS/models/attictreasure/index.htm

The Baltimore County Public Schools’ website offers “A Treasure in the Attic:  Pre-Civil War Immigration,” an interactive strategy for use with middle and/or high school students. Could be adapted to immigration during other time periods or completely different topics.  Links to other websites and primary sources.
