· 
Evan M interviews Kiet M, Vietnam

Kiet arrived in the U.S. from Vietnam when he was just 4 years old. His family came by boat in 1980 because the communists took over after the war and made everyone poor. Before they could come, the U.S. had to make sure they were friends with them. Kiet’s father was the principal of a school there that taught American students so with this proof they were allowed to board the boat to America.

But the trip wasn’t all that great. People that looked like innocent fisherman were actually robbers and thieves. They robbed the boat’s passengers with big machine guns. Many of them had to hide all their jewelry in fear that it would be stolen.

They entered America through California. Before the war, Kiet’s family was wealthy, but when the communists took over it left them with no money, so they couldn’t get to St. Louis. Seeing this, a church in Town and Country donated money to fly to St. Louis, leaving them with enough to get a house, as well. Kiet’s family came to St. Louis because his father got a good job at Washington University Medical School. He hoped his children would have a chance to go to school there.

Kiet says one thing that has remained the same through his journey to the U.S. is that his family is still very close to each other.
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