2008 Georgia Geographical Alliance Summer Institute 

Kennesaw State University

June 9-13, 2008

GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL ODYSSEY 

WELCOME ALL!
As part of the 2008 Summer Institute of the Georgia Geographic Alliance (GGA), this workshop is an intensive, in-resident learning experience for Georgia K-12 geography and social studies teachers. The Summer Institute will be facilitated by professors and staff of Kennesaw State University, two Georgia K-12 teachers, and individuals from the community. You will receive content and pedagogical training on broad environmental themes as they relate to the state of Georgia. Emphasis will be placed on current environmental research, local and global environmental issues, and various methods and techniques of learning environmental and geographic knowledge inside and outside the classroom. You will develop lesson plans with an environmental context that will be disseminated across the state through the auspices of the GGA. In addition, you will take your material from the Institute to your districts to pass on to other teachers and to their students.
What You Will Learn from This Experience: Below are some aspects of what you will obtain after taking this workshop:
Participants will be able to:

 Plan lessons using backward-mapping strategies.

 Select research-based best practice for content delivery.

 Develop formative and summative assessment of student learning.

 Establish positive behavior support for learning environments.

 Collaborate to plan and implement improved student outcomes.

 Participate in professional development activities to improve student outcomes.

Participants will demonstrate their ability to:

 Design and carry out geography [or environmental science] lessons aligned to the Georgia Performance Standards

 Align workshop activities with curriculum units in preparation for year-end CRCT’s or other appropriate testing measures based on the K-12 level the participant teaches

 Collaborate with colleagues to enhance teaching and learning in their classrooms

 Improve the depth and breadth of content knowledge as it relates to teaching geography

 Improve pedagogical content knowledge as it relates to teaching geography

 Improve their ability to infuse the use of technology, particularly GIS and GPS, for both teacher led instruction and student activities in the classroom. 

What Is Expected of You During this Workshop: First of all, we want you to have fun while learning aspects of geography and Georgia’s environment, as well as networking with fellow teachers, professors and others associated with this workshop.  In order to gain your 3 PLUs, as well as your daily stipend, the following “assignments” are required.  Ideally, these assignments are designed to improve your understanding of the course content, as well as develop and/or enhance your pedagogical skills. Assessment will occur through the following mastery verification procedures:

1. Successfully complete all workshop activities: Active attendance and participation is expected.  You should attend and participate in every event (lectures, discussions, in-class work or activities, field trips etc.) associated with the Summer Institute.  You will sign in every morning and afternoon – if you sign in and are accounted for, you will be on your way to receiving your 3 PLUs and your stipend.  Throughout the day, you will also be receiving updates of the daily events and activities, as well as obtaining handouts and assignments and other information for your binder and jump drive/thumbdrive/ flashdrive/portable memory stick.  
2. Successfully prepare a daily journal writing or reflection: The daily writing/reflection should relate directly to the topic[s] learned during the workshop, including field trips. The hope is that these reflections will help you do the following: 1. personally recognize and evaluate the course content; 2. constructively critique what you have learn; 3. assess how you can incorporate this into your own pedagogy.  By the end of the workshop, you should have 4 daily writings/reflections to submit. 
3. Successfully prepare a “best practice” lesson (environmental-geography focus) to present at the Institute on June 13th, with a follow-up “best practice” lesson (environmental-geography focus) sent by June 20th to the workshop staff: The creation of the lesson plans should demonstrate both a mastery of content and application of pedagogy strategies that were presented and modeled at the Institute.  After choosing your topic, you will work in small groups (2-3) or individually to create a lesson plan for your particular grade level that can be disseminated online (via GGA website) to teachers in geography, social science, or environmental classes.  You will present your lesson plan on the final day of class. You will then submit a second lesson plan by the following week (Friday June 20).  The submitted lesson plans will be evaluated by the workshop faculty and GA Geographic Alliance teacher consultants.
Itinerary for the 2008 Summer Institute: Below is an overview of the course content to be taught: The instructor reserves the right to change the course schedule as the class progresses.  More detailed itineraries will be handed out as the workshop progresses.
	Date
	Time
	Topics
	Assignment

	Day 1

Monday

June 9


	9:00am-9:30am
9:30am-10:30am
10:30am-10:45am
10:45am-11:30am
11:30am-12:15pm
12:15pm-2:15pm
2:15p-2:30p

2:30p-5:00p
5:00p-6:30p

6:30p

7:00p-9:00p

9:30p
	Introductions
(On Map: Building #22) Room 1020

Topic: Creating an Environmental Pedagogy

Break

Topic: Physiographic Regions and the Environment of Georgia: An Overview

Lunch

Topic: Map Reading and Geographic Fundamentals 
Break

Topic: GPS and Geocaching Exercise (on campus activity)
Free Time at Hotel

Pick-up from Hotel for Dinner

Dinner at Nancy’s House with optional walking tour of historic Acworth and/or Lake Acworth

Back to Hotel
	In Class: 
· Determine 

Lesson Plan Topic

· Map Reading 

Questions

· GPS Geocaching

Exercise

For Tuesday: 

· Daily Writing/

Reflection

	Day 2

Tuesday

June 10
	8am-4pm
	Field Trip: 

1. Morgan Falls Dam Tour

2. Blue Heron Golf Course Tour

3. Lunch at Sunflower Café
	For Wednesday: 

· Daily Writing/

Reflection

	Day 3

Wednesday

June 11


	9am-5pm
6:30 pm
	Morning Topic: KSU Arboretum – geography, history, environments, plant ID  and dendrochronology (on-campus activity)
Afternoon Topic:  Lectures by: 

1. Nancy Hoalst-Pullen

2. Dr. Garrett Smith

3. Danny Orlando, EPA

4. (Other lectures pending)

Optional Dinner at Local Restaurant 
(Details Forthcoming)
	For Thursday: 

· Daily Writing/

Reflection

	Day 4

Thursday

June 12


	8am-4pm
	Field Trip: 

5. Red Top Mountain State Park

6. Lake Allatoona/ Lake Allatoona

       Preservation Authority (LAPA) 

7. Lunch at Lake Allatoona


	For Friday: 

· Daily Writing/

Reflection 

	Day 5

Friday

June 13


	9am-12:00pm
	Topic: Putting GPS on the Map (on-campus exercise)
Topic: Lesson Plan Presentations
	Lesson Plan Due


Contacts During the Summer Institute: 
