2009 Georgia Geographical Alliance Summer Institute 

Kennesaw State University

June 15-19, 2009
EUROPEAN ODYSSEY – PERSPECTIVES FROM EASTERN EUROPE
WELCOME ALL!
As part of the 2009 Summer Institute of the Georgia Geographic Alliance (GGA), this workshop is an intensive, week-long learning experience for Georgia K-12 geography and social studies teachers. The Summer Institute will be facilitated by professors and staff of Kennesaw State University, two Georgia K-12 teachers, and individuals from the community. You will receive content and pedagogical training on themes in physical, human, and political geography related to Europe with a particular focus on Eastern Europe. Emphasis will be placed on current research, European and global issues, and various methods and techniques of teaching and learning through geographic inquiry inside and outside the classroom. You will develop lesson plans with a European context that will be disseminated across the state through the auspices of the GGA. In addition, you will take your material from the Institute to your districts to pass on to other teachers and to their students.
What You Will Learn from This Experience: Below are some aspects of what you will obtain after taking this workshop:
Participants will be able to:

 Plan lessons using backward design strategies.

 Select research-based best practice for content delivery.

 Develop formative and summative assessment of student learning.

 Establish positive behavior support for learning environments.

 Collaborate to plan and implement improved student outcomes.

 Participate in professional development activities to improve student outcomes.

Participants will demonstrate their ability to:

 Design and carry out social studies lessons aligned to the Georgia Performance Standards

 Align workshop activities with curriculum units in preparation for year-end assessments based on the K-12 level the participant teaches

 Collaborate with colleagues to enhance teaching and learning in their classrooms. 
 Improve the depth and breadth of content knowledge as it relates to teaching through geographic inquiry.
 Improve pedagogical content knowledge as it relates to teaching geography. 
 Improve their ability to infuse the use of technology for both teacher led instruction and student performance tasks in the classroom. 

What Is Expected of You During this Workshop: First of all, we want you to have fun while learning aspects of geography and Eastern Europe, as well as networking with fellow teachers, professors and others associated with this workshop.  In order to gain your 3 PLUs, the following is required.  Ideally, these assignments are designed to improve your understanding of the course content, as well as develop and/or enhance your pedagogical skills. Assessment will occur through the following mastery verification procedures:

1. Successfully complete all workshop activities: Active attendance and participation is expected.  You should attend and participate in every event (lectures, discussions, in-class work or activities, field trips etc.) associated with the Summer Institute.  You will sign in every morning and afternoon – if you sign in and are accounted for, you will be on your way to receiving your 3 PLUs.  Throughout the day, you will also be receiving updates of the daily events and activities, as well as obtaining handouts and assignments and other information for your binder and jump drive/thumbdrive/ flashdrive/portable memory stick.  
2. Successfully prepare a daily journal writing or reflection: The daily writing/reflection should relate directly to the topic[s] learned during the workshop, including field trips. The hope is that these reflections will help you do the following: 1. personally recognize and evaluate the course content; 2. constructively critique what you learn; 3. assess how you can incorporate this into your own pedagogy.  By the end of the workshop, you should have 4 daily writings/reflections to submit. 
3. Successfully prepare a “best practice” lesson (European focus) to present at the Institute on June 19th, with a follow-up “best practice” lesson (European focus) sent by June 26th to the workshop staff: The creation of the lesson plans should demonstrate both a mastery of content and application of pedagogy strategies that were presented and modeled at the Institute.  After choosing your topic, you will work collaboratively to create individual lesson plans for your particular grade level that can be disseminated online (via GGA website) to teachers in geography or social sciences.  You will present your lesson plan on the final day of class. You will then submit a second lesson plan by the following week (Friday June 26).  The submitted lesson plans will be evaluated by the workshop faculty and GA Geographic Alliance teacher consultants.
Itinerary for the 2009 Summer Institute: Below is an overview of the course content to be taught: The instructor reserves the right to change the course schedule as the class progresses.  More detailed itineraries will be handed out as the workshop progresses. 
GGA 2009 SUMMER INSTITUTE AGENDA

EUROPEAN ODYSSEY: PERSPECTIVES FROM EASTERN EUROPE
All sessions in SO 3028 unless otherwise noted
	Date
	Time
	Topics
	Assignment

	Day 1

Monday

June 15

	9:00am-9:30am

9:30am-10:30am

10:30am-10:45am

10:45am-11:30am

11:30am-12:15pm

12:15pm-2:30pm

2:30pm – 2:45pm
2:45pm-5:00p

5:30pm-7:30p

	Introductions

Topic: Physical Geography of Europe
Break

Topic:  Cultural Overview 
Lunch

Topic: Geographic Inquiry & Urban Geography of Europe
Break
Topic: Workshop a Lesson Plan Topic: Geographic Pedagogy
Dinner at Dr. Trendell’s house at 

612 Trailwood Lane

Marietta, Georgia 30064
	In Class: 

Reflection of current practice 

and goals for the institute. 

Interactive Mapping Lecture

Develop map reading questions

Lecture overview and hands-on 

activity. 

Determine (1) lesson plan topic 

Daily writing / reflection

for Tuesday

	Day 2

Tuesday

June 16
	9:00 am – 10:00 am

10:00am – 10:15am
10:15am – 11:15am

11:15am-12:00pm

12:15pm – 8:00pm


	Topic: Traveling Trunk & Museum Box 

Break
Topic: European Landscapes & Art

Lunch
European Landscapes – a trip to the 

High Museum of Art and the Louvre 

Exhibit & Dinner at Fusco’s Via Roma


	For Wednesday: 

Daily Writing/ Reflection
Walking journal (museum walk)



	Day 3

Wednesday

June 17

	9:30a – 10:45a
11:00a – 12:00p
12:00p-1:00p
1:00p-2:00p

2:00p-2:30p

2:30p-2:45p

2:45p-5:00p

	Topic:  Conflict & Change in Europe / Human/Environment Interactions

Lecture:  Dr. Papp “Russia Today: An 

Overview of the Russian Political Situation 

And Its International Implications” 

(SO2038)

Working Lunch 
Lecture: Eastern Europe Political 

Perspectives, Professor McKelvey 
Roundtable Q&A:  Europe in the 21st 

Century

Break
Activity: Workshop Lesson Plans and 

Geographic Inquiry
	For Thursday: 

Daily Writing/Reflection


	Day 4

Thursday

June 18

	9:00a-10:00a

10:15a-11:15a

11:15a-12:15

12:15p– 8:30pm
	Lecture: Dr. Katarina Gephardt, “Slovakia” 

Lecture: Dr. Darina Lepadatu, “Romania: A

Case Study – Geographic and Cultural 

Perspectives”

Working Lunch, “EU and Eastern Europe” 

Dr. Elysa Nystrom

Field Trip: 

Bosnian Market

Romanian Bakery

Romanian Orthodox Church

Astoria (Romanian Restaurant) 

	For Friday: Daily Writing/

Reflection 


	Day 5

Friday

June 19

	9:30am-11:00 a.m.

11:00a-12:00

12:00p-12:30p

12:45p-3:00p
	SO 1020

Topic: Workshop Lesson Plan

Break as needed

Topic: Lesson Plan Presentations

Working Lunch
Topic: Lesson Plan Presentations

Summer Institute Reflections 

& Material Sharing


	Final preparations for lesson plans

Lesson Plans Due

Presentations

Directions for second lesson plan

Final Reflections


